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The most colourful
             place in the city

When Riga Central Market was first opened in 1930 it was the largest and most 
progressive marketplace in Europe. At different times Riga Central Market has kept 

its place in the heart of Riga, providing variety, personal service, malevolent and 
heartfelt stories, fun haggling and bright colours.  p. 2

More than 3 000 various trade 
places – from 1 to 100 square metres are 
equipped in Riga Central Market. The 
height of the pavilions is 20.5 m and the 
width is 35 m. •

In the past as well as now about 
50 – 70 thousand people visit Riga 
Central Market on working days, and 
100 – 120 thousand on weekends and 
before holidays. •

Since 1930 Riga Central Market is 
a favourite excursion place for high-
ranking foreign officials. •IN ONE 
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ABOUT US

History

>>Since 1994, the Central Market has been 
a joint stock company with 100% of shares 
owned by Riga City Council, having 72.3 thou-
sand square metres of space and over 3000 
trade stands each 1 to 100 square metres large. 
The market has five pavilions in the historical 
buildings – originally they were used as Zep-
pelin hangars. Every day the Central Market 
– vegetables, dairy products, meat, fish and 
grocery pavilions, open areas, manufactured 
goods market, night market and Farmer’s day-
and-night market, is visited by 80 to 100 thou-
sand people.  Joint stock company Riga Central 
Market manages the city council-owned real 
estate in the territory of Riga – Central Market, 
Vidzeme Market and Agenskalns Market. The 
company’s efforts are orientated to the mar-
ket’s work management and perdurance of the 
market’s unique cultural environment.

Irrespective of age, the market has always 
been the symbol of well-being and felicity. 
In the autumn Riga Central Market is full of 

The new Central Market was visited by 
hostesses themselves, often with their hus-
bands.

Central squares are changed in many cit-
ies. [..] The guide says: “There was a time 
when there was a market!” But it is still in 
Riga! In the centre. Where the Daugava is. 
Where the ancient walls are. At the place of 
ancient trading.

The idea of Riga Central Market
The need for the central market was de-

bated in the City Council in 1909/1910, but 
World War I delayed those plans until 18 De-
cember, 1922.

The announcement was published in the 

You’re welcome… You’ll love it!

Vidzeme Market

Rural delicacies in the middle of the city – this is the best way to characterise Vidzeme Market. 
Many positive changes lie ahead; it’s necessary to release it from the remains of the past and turn 
it into a modern and attractive trading place where excellent and qualitative products of Latvian 
farmers, as well as other products, are available.

Vidzeme Market has worked since 1876 – it was established at the place of the New Church of 
Sacred Gertrude near an artesian well, or the Big Pump. It was the second-largest grocery market 
(the largest one was Daugava market).

Vidzeme Market arose because it was difficult for suburbia to reach Daugava market, and then 
get back home with purchases. Therefore Riga Council provided a market place in the suburb. 
There were a lot of merchants, therefore the market was moved to the present place – on the cor-
ner of Brīvības Street and Matīsa Street in 1897. 

Vidzeme Market was the very first in Riga with well-planned pavilions. On October 15, 1902 
two trading pavilions on Alexander (present Vidzeme) market and the management building on 
the corner of Brīvības Street and Matīsa Street were opened. One of the pavilions – the first closed 
trading hall in Riga – was provided for the meat trade. • 

Agenskalns Market

Agenskalns Market is the oldest and largest market of Pardaugava (the part of the city on 
the west bank of the River Daugava). The market covers an area of 8.3 thousand square metres. 
There are 219 trade places in the open area in spring, summer and autumn and it’s possible to 
get various fruit, berries, vegetables and other bounties of nature. There are 116 trade places in 
the vegetable pavilion and 108 trade places in the meat pavilion.

The rational modernist style of the early 20th century is characteristic for Agenskalns Market’s 
buildings. Red brick external walls are decorated by white furnishing. On a façade, vertical ap-
ertures of windows and the decorative furnishing of a pipe stand out brightly. The internal bear-
ing structure is made of a metal frame on which the trading galleries are built at the level of the 
second floor, and also the covering of a trellised metal frame works with the integral windows.

The project of the pavilion of Agenskalns Market was developed by the main architect of 
Riga city, Reynkhold Shmeling. Construction of the new pavilion was begun in 1911, but be-
cause of the First World War it was stopped and only resumed in 1923. In 1925 the interior 
works were finished. •

Government Gazette in 1930: “Riga city an-
nounces that from 10 November, the market 
near the Daugava is closed for trading and 
merchants are allowed to use trading places 
given by the Market Inspectorate in the new 
Central Market.”

In the 1930s, Riga inhabitants could boast 
of the largest and most modern market in 
Europe. It was comfortable, bright, clean and 
neat. Farmers were glad to bring their prod-
ucts to Riga.

In 1931 Riga Central Market was recog-
nised by foreign experts as not only the big-
gest but also the best in Europe.

Maids were shopping in Daugava market, 
but the new big Riga Central Market was vis-
ited by hostesses themselves, often with their 
husbands. Sometimes the market was visited 
by statesmen and it was a popular excursion 

place for foreign visitors. Poor people have 
come here at all times, but ministers and rich 
people since 1930.

Soviet period
In 1949 the Central Market was renamed 

as the Central Kolkhoz Market, the Soviet 
press praised it as the best market in the So-
viet Union.

In 1961 contracts for the regular supply of 
agricultural products to the market were con-
cluded with 60 kolkhozes. Statistics show that 
200 000 tonnes of meat, 768 000 litres of milk, 
about 7 million eggs, more than 9 thousand 
tonnes of potatoes, more than 8 thousand 
tonnes of vegetables and nearly 5,000 tonnes 
of fruit were sold in the market in 1961.

The number of customers ranged from 50 
to 70 thousand on weekdays, and reached 100 

thousand on weekends and before holidays. 
In the 1980s the functioning ammonia refrig-
eration plants of the market were replaced 
with Freon. The low-pressure steam heating 
system has been replaced with a connection 
to the city’s central heating system.

Fine and fancy again
In 1998 the market area, together with Old 

Riga, was included in the UNESCO World 
Heritage list.

Surviving during the harsh realities of the 
rebirth of capitalism, Riga Central Market has 
found its place and rebirth, bringing together 
a variety of people. Here, in the centre of Riga, 
admired by the guests, you can buy almost 
everything in the most colourful place, but 
especially healthy, tasty, colourful and diverse 
Latvian rural goods. •

WORKING HOURS
Monday – Friday:
7:00 – 19:00
Sunday:
7:00 – 17:00
Where
90, Brīvības Street, Riga, LV-1001, Latvia

WORKING HOURS
Daily:
07:30 – 18:00
Where 
64, Nometņu Street, Riga, LV-1002, Latvia

a bright harvest of fruit and vegetables given 
by the Latvian countryside. In addition we are 
used to finding a way to preserve the delicious 
bounty of nature during the severe winters. All 
year round there is no shortage of milk and 
meat, you will find the largest fish range as well 
as bakery products, exotic fruits, spices, honey, 
nuts and even more. A lot of people can find 
housekeeping things, flowers, plants and warm 
hearted handicrafts here.

Riga Central Market is great entertain-
ment as well. It will attract with laughter and 
diversity. Prejudices disappear as we see the 
market becoming prettier, more honest, ac-
countable and modern year by year. It brings 
people together, because they know that it is 
the best place to find healthy and quality food. 
Once upon a time the market was character-
ised by the words “fresher and cheaper”. But 
now – “more real”! And, of course, fresher and 
cheaper! •
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All traditional Latvian products that even today have not lost their 
significance, can be bought at Riga Central Market. Some of them go well 
with ordinary meals, while some of them are merely delicatessens for spe-

cial festivities. In this column you will learn about the TOP 5 Riga Central 
Market’s products.

Old traditions and handicrafts have been preserved in Latvia – woodcarvers, pot-
ters, basket-makers, whose traditions are still alive in Latvia and their products have 
not lost their high quality, finding their homes in the interiors of today’s Latvia. They 

are so diverse that they have also always been interesting to foreign guests, being 
useful both as souvenirs and high quality presents for family and friends.

Treasure of Latvian
     manual work

HAVE A TASTE 
OF THIS

Honey

Woven baskets

Natural honey is long known as a remedy 
for all illnesses and it is very delicious. There 
are many bee-keepers in Latvia and their 
work result – honey and bee products are 
available on the market in a wide range. Pur-
chase it to enjoy the taste of Latvia yourself or 
share with your friends.

The techniques of basketwork are different 
and the usual hand made pieces are baskets 
of different types, shapes and sizes. Begin-
ning from the very smallest – for wild berries, 
up to the big wood and potato baskets. The 
choice is yours.

Black caviar
The highest quality caviar without preserv-

atives and chemical additives. Osetra – black 
caviar, which is naturally obtained from stur-
geon. The name “Osetra” is derived from the 
Russian word OSETR (sturgeon). The name 
is associated with the traditions and historical 
origin of black caviar.

Lightly salted 
cucumbers

A unique value. Everyone likes lightly 
salted, crunchy cucumbers. Their smell is an 
integral part of the Central Market’s vegetable 
pavilion, tempting everyone who responds to 
a merchant’s call to try them.

Winters in Latvia can be severe; and we all 
know that hands and legs are best saved from 
the cold in woollen stockings and gloves. 
Knitting works with magnificent Latvian eth-
nographical ornaments, as well as more mod-
ern interpretations can be purchased at Riga 
Central Market. 

Fresh cheese

Pottery

Fresh cheese made from milk with vari-
ous extras – seeds, herbs, dried fruit (raisins, 
cranberries, apricots, cherries, strawberries) is 
an exquisite, healthy and delicious snack. It is 
a recipe with a long history, which over time, 
has acquired the taste of today’s Latvia.

In a ceramic art shop located in Vidzeme 
Market’s territory, one can purchase qualita-
tive Latvian ceramic art works, from daily 
mugs to artistic ceramic vases.

Wood is an integral material in the Lat-
vian kitchen. Honey spoons, small boards, 
pads, knives and spoons are made of various 
types of wood. A perfect gift that initially 
keeps the natural and unique wooden smell, 
bringing a greeting from Latvian forests.  
Handicraft work.

Rye bread

Woodcarvings Stockings

Rye bread that is made from coarsely 
ground flour is the Latvian symbol and the 
basis of a meal. Fermented for a long period 
of time, baked in big loaves, each of which are 
hand-made. Rye bread has an aromatic fla-
vour of malt and a unique smell.
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They’re talking
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MARKET STORIES

Map

Arcady (Australia)

Reviewed March 27, 2013 
The main part of the market is housed in the old aircraft-style hangars. Apart from the size 

there is nothing particularly special about them. However, it is paradise for a gourmand! Being 
a tourist I was facing the usual logistical issues – the fridge is too small to fit in all the “samples” 
of seafood and dairy products I am eyeing up... 

Sonja (Copenhagen, Denmark)

Reviewed February 17, 2013 
Try to visit a “café” in the fish market. Here we ate some open sandwiches with salmon and 

drank champagne (!) – or more correctly sparkling wine. There were actually 3 different types 
to choose from. Where else can you drink wine at a bazaar? A fun and nice experience. 

Chris (London)

Reviewed August 21, 2012 
Riga Central Market is housed in at least 4 huge hangars, and on our visit it was filled with 

mountains of gleaming clean fruit and veg, stalls selling delicious honey at very reasonable 
prices (which would make an excellent gift), and lots and lots of amazing dried and salted fish! 
It’s great to see a local market still used so enthusiastically in an era when more and more of 
Eastern Europe is being colonised by supermarket chains. Sheer pleasure! There were a few 
souvenir stalls and some places to grab a bite to eat, but nothing special in that regard. •

In the middle of July, makers of the Polish documentary movie visited the Central Market; 
they filmed episodes for the documentary short-movie “Have a walk with the ambassador”. 
The movie will be 15 minutes long and will show visitors of the websites of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland and the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Latvia 
the informal side of the work of the Ambassador, Mr. Jerzy Marek Nowakowski and his shop-
ping at Riga Central Market. 

These short-movies were the idea of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Po-
land and it has been decided to shoot them in all cities where the republic’s embassy is located. 
The Ambassador decided to tell people about Riga with the help of Riga Central Market where 
he shops with his wife. We should also mention that Jadviga Nowakowski is a regular shop-
per at the Central Market and knows several local sellers, as well as knows a lot about Latvian 
products. •

Polish ambassador at 
Latvian shops in the 

Central Market

Foreign guests like the 
colourful appearance of the 

Central Market.

A concert by the choir Kurrykören 
(Stockholm, Sweden) in the
Vegetable pavilion. 14.06.2013

WORKING HOURS:

Open Area: Daily 7.00 – 18.00
Closed Area: Daily 8.00 – 17.00
Meat Pavilion: Daily 7.00 – 18.00
Vegetable Pavilion: Daily 8.00 – 18.00
Fish Pavilion: Daily 8.00 – 18.00
Dairy Pavilion and Gastronomy Pavilion: 
Mo – Sa 7.30 – 18.00, Su 7.30 – 17.00


